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Factors Affecting the Decrease in
Anglers and Boaters

Since 1999, Arizona has suffered a “low water” cycle
each year. With lakes at such low levels, boaters and anglers
Sound it difficult to launch and were not able to get out and
enjoy themselves on the water.

The Game and Fish Department was concerned about the
effect of the 2001 fishing license fee increase. After ten years
without a fee increase, the department increased the state’s
license fees by 30 percent.

Further adding to this situation were the wildfires of
2002 that virtually shut down fishing opportunities during
the popular summer months. The two-and-a-half month clo-
sure of prime fishing areas, in particular those with trout,
caused a 26 percent decline in the number of trout stamps
and a 17 percent decline in fishing licenses sold that year.
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